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Committed to Growth 

Through partnerships with public officials, educational institutions and business leaders, the Greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce has committed the region to growth. 

In 1997 the Chamber called on community and business leaders to help define the regions economic development focus. The resulting Economic Development Committee identified four strategic initiatives and at its annual meeting, the Chamber called upon the community to become involved in securing the region's future growth. 

The following are the Economic Development Committee's four strategic initiatives. 

Develop and attract an even stronger workforce.
WORKFORCE
Greater Columbus' current workforce is highly qualified, having an education level that exceeds the national average by 36 percent. However the workforce needs to be continuously developed to keep Greater Columbus competitive. The Workforce Steering Committee is driving several key initiatives including: a Workforce Leadership Summit that is designed to create training and education programs and a regional labor survey that identifies workforce needs, skill requirements and hiring and wage trends. 

Build an infrastructure to sustain economic growth.
INFRASTRUCTURE
Working with local business leaders, the Infrastructure Steering Committee will identify infrastructure priorities for accommodating business growth and advocate for the implementation of these priorities. Issues currently being investigated by this committee include mass transit expansion, increasing affordable housing in the region, and developing a robust telecommunications infrastructure. 

Create an environment where entrepreneurship will flourish.
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The future growth of the regional economy will be fueled by the many growing, venture enterprises located and started in Greater Columbus. The Entrepreneurship Steering Committee is providing the tools entrepreneurs need to succeed with the following projects: creating a comprehensive start-up business model to aid in planning, identifying the characteristics of Greater Columbus' entrepreneurial environment to foster more growth and conducting an inventory of small business service providers. 

Marketing our region to the world.
MARKETING
Marketing Greater Columbus as an ideal place to locate and grow a business is vital to the region's success because too few business leaders from outside the region recognize that its benefits. The Marketing Steering Committee recognizes this issue and is implementing several projects including: creating a Columbus/Franklin County News Bureau with a mission to promote the region by feeding the national media news stories; developing a Columbus-to-Columbus campaign to retain current businesses; and starting a Columbus Ambassadors program designed to welcome new executives to Columbus and make contact with businesses outside the region. 
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